
  

 

ROCKPORT 
2026 SMALL BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR 

DAN TUCK 
Tuck’s Candy Factory 

 
Introduction by Mechelle Brown 

 
Monday, June 8, 2026 



PAST ROCKPORT AWARD RECIPIENTS
2025 Kimberly Cameron Tibert, Sand 
Castles & Wharf Rat Trading Co. 
2024 Jack & Cathy Porter, Sandy Bay 
Service Center 
2023 Lauri Kaihlanen, The Lauri 
Kaihlanen Gallery 
2022 Marc & Ross Brackett, Brothers' 
Brew Coffee Shop 
2021 Jay Smith, Smith Ace Hardware 
2020 Celebrating the resilience, 
creativity, courageousness and 
community spirit of every Cape Ann 
small business in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
2019 D.J. Tardif, Bearskin Neck 
Leathers 
2018 Bob Visnick, Cape Ann Law 
2017 Matt & Missy Anzivino, Rockport 
Inn & Suites 
2016 Cathleen Cahill, Katie’s Gift Shop 
2015 Karin & Kenny Porter, Roy 
Moore’s Fish Shack Restaurant 
2014 Dr. Sydney Wedmore 
2013 Kathy Milbury & Barbara 
Stavropoulos, My Place by the Sea 
Restaurant 
2012 Kirk Keating & Bruce Rowell, 
Bayside Electrical Contractors 
2011 Ingrid C. Brown, C.H. Cleaves 
Insurance Agency 
2010 Bill Elwell, Bill Elwell and 
Associates 
2009 Sharon K. McDonald, Mark W. 
Silva, Helmut’s Strudel Shop, 
Willoughby’s Fashions 
2008 Charlie & Terry Brackett, 
Brackett’s Oceanfront Restaurant 
2007 John Wonson, Blue Gate Gardens 
2006 James & Jean Balzarini, Ellen’s 
Harborside Restaurant 
2005 Peter Anderson, Rockport 
National Bank 

2004 Peter Beacham, Woodbine 
Antiques, Ltd. 
2003 George Hobbs, George H. Hobbs 
Carpenter & Builder 
2002 James E. Waddell, Waddell’s 
Mobile Lockshop 
2001 James Doyle, J. Doyle Backhoe 
Services 
2000 Philip E. Chalmers, Chalmers & 
Associates 
1999 John Thompson, American 
Express Financial Advisors 
1998 Robert & Barbara Ellis, Yankee 
Clipper Inn 
1997 John Greely, Burgess and Mackey 
Funeral Home 
1996 Edie Ingerman, The Christmas 
Dove 
1995 Michael Feldman, Feldman 
Construction/Sandy Bay Motor Inn  
1994 Lynne & Roger Norris, Pleasant 
Street Inn 
1993 Dana “Buddy” Woods, Sandy Bay 
Shoppe 
1992 Michael Stoffa, The Stoffa Gallery  
1991 Richard & Jane Meringer, 
Meringer Enter., Inc. 
1990 Raymond Smith, J. Raymond 
Smith, Inc. 
1989 Ann Fisk, (Rockport Art 
Association)  
1988 John Carlson, John Tarr Store  
1987 Eleanor Hoy, Toad Hall Bookstore 
1986 Roger & Ann Cameron, (Seaward 
Inn)  
1985 Harold Beaton, Century 
21/Beaton Real Estate 
1984 Robert Welcome, Peg Leg Inn & 
Restaurant 
1983 Richard Carlson, John Tarr Store  
1982 Leslie “Bud” Curtis, Curtis News 
1981 Harold Cooney, Cooney’s Barber 
Shop  



2026 RECIPIENT 

DAN TUCK 
Tuck’s Candy Factory 

Dan Tuck is a third-generation 
candy maker at Tuck’s Candy 
Factory in Rockport. Growing up in a 
family with a rich legacy of candy 
making, the tradition of creating 
everyone’s favorite confections that 
he continues today.  

He shares stories of making candy 
alongside his dad. It was in those 
moments that he learned not just 
the techniques of candy making, but 
also the values that accompany it: 

hard work, dedication, and pride in every piece we create. He carries 
those lessons with him into the factory each day, driven with a desire 
to uphold the family’s traditions while also seeking ways to innovate 
and expand their offerings. 

At Tuck’s Candy Factory, they take pride in producing small-batch, 
handmade candies. Each day presents a new opportunity to craft 
something special, ensuring that every treat not only meets but 
exceeds our customers' expectations. 

Community plays a vital role in the work they do. Dan is dedicated to 
the community, participating in local events, and celebrating the 
traditions that make Rockport a unique place to live, work, and visit. 

 
Thank you to our host, Rockport Brewing Company! 

  



UPCOMING EVENTS 
July 7 ..................... Ipswich Downtown Tuesdays (every week in July & August) 
July 11 ............................................................ Gloucester’s Main Street Block Party #1 

July 18 ...................................................................... Blackburn Brew Fest (5:30 – 9 PM) 

July 22  ...................................................Businesswomen’s Mixer at the Emerson Inn 

August 1 ...................................................................................... Festival by the Sea, MBTS 
August 7 ........................................................ Gloucester’s Main Street Block Party #2 

August 15 & 16 .............................................................. Gloucester Waterfront Festival 

September 4  ............................................... Gloucester’s Main Street Block Party #3 

September 24 ............................................................ 39th Annual Fundraising Auction 
October 17 ....................................................................................... Harvest Fest, Rockport 

October 24 ....................................................................... Essex Clamfest, Memorial Park 

October 28 .................................................................... $20K Game, The Cut, Gloucester 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 
GOLD SPONSORS 

        

COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS 
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